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REPLY BRIEF NOTED 



The reply brief filed 1 5 March 2004 has been entered and considered. The application 
has been forwarded to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences for decision on the appeal. 

Any inquiry regarding the status of the appeal should be directed to the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences whose telephone number is (703) 308-9797. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer H Gay whose telephone number is (703) 308-2881. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 6:30-4:00 and Friday, 6:30-1:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bagnell can be reached on (703) 308-21 5 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF PATENT APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

Applicant: Roger Sandstrom 

Serial No, 09/806,220 

Filed: May 14, 2001 

Title: Thread Coupling For A 

Drill String For Percussive 
Rock Drilling 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



REPLY BRIEF 



The present Reply Brief is being filed in response to the 
Examiner's Answer dated February 19, 2004 . 




Examiner: Jennifer H. Gay 
Group Art Unit: 3672 




1. At page 2, paragraph (7) of the Examiner's Answer, the 
Examiner states that Applicant's Appeal Brief did not include a 
statement that the grouping of appealed Claims 1 - 4 do not stand 
or fall together. The Examiner's statement is incorrect. 
Section VIII of the Appeal Brief filed on January 20, 2004 
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being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
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Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
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